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I'l'ilE PRESIDENT IN BATTLE,
Fort Stevens, w_'l'wrr:“mcoln Was Under

BY WILLIAM VAN ZANDT COX,
Author of the *Defenses of Washington.”

Three times during the civil war Wash-
jngton was in grave peril and three times
it was saved to the Union,

The first was at the beginning «of los-
tilities when the militiz of the District of
Columbia came to the resene of the small
body of marines and artiliers, before the
arrival in the Capitnl of the troops from
Pennsylvanin, Massachusetts, New York
and other Northern States. The second
was immelintely after the battle of Bull
Ron (July 21, 1861), when it could have
been captured by the Confederates had
they not been more demoralized by vie-
tory than the Federals by defeat.  The
third was in July, 1864, when Gen. Early
made his eampaign against Washington.

" THE IMPOETANT BATTLE AT MONOCACY,
Md., on July 9, 1864, was the first day’s
fieht 1o save the Nation’s Capital, and
Gen. Enrly’s army was victorions. So
unexpected and so rapid were the Confed-
erate General’s movements that he was in
sight of the dome of the Capitol before his
eleverly-conceived plans were fully resl-
ized, When the roar of Early's guns was
heard amd the telegraph announced that
he had defeated Gen. Lew Wallace at

“~Monocacy Bridge, the heart of the North
nuivered with emotion as it contemplated
the defenselessness  of  Washington,
stripped of men and guns for the cam-
-paign against Richmond. ]

This daring campaign against Washing-
ton and #s skillful execution caused a
rude awakening in the North, impatiently
waiting for Grant (o take Richmond.
Bothh Washington and Baltimore were ia
a state of panie, while gold went up to
the highest point. The eapture of Wash-
ington meant diplomatic complications of
a most serious nature, with foreign powers
awaiting only for a plansible protext for
dismemberment, Never was a prize wmore
tempting 1o the Confederates. Never was
there a time when more was at =take for
the Union.

“Wallace defeated at Monoeaey after s
stubborn fight,” were the words contained
in the message received at the War De-
partment, but that stubborn fight was as
wvaluable as a vietory for the Union, for a
day’s time had been gained, so0 necessary
for the safety of the Capital

During those exeiting days there was
one ealm man, and he was none other than
President Lincoln. He was then living at
the Soldiers" Home, a mile and a quarter
from Fort Steveps, and in addition to lis
herculean duties he  daily visited the
ecamps, fort< and hospitals. He seemed
devoid of fear, and his chiel concern was
at that time the eapture of Earlz's army.
His telegrmm to Gov. Swamn, of Mary-
land, is characteristic: “Let us be vigi-
lant, but keep cool.”

Gen. C. C. Angor wag in command of
the Departinent of Washington.  Gew
Alexander MeD. MceCook had chnrge of the
northern line of troops and fortifientions,
The latter was ordercd to establish a
camp on Piney Branch Creek, but the
news from the front was so disquicting
that lie proceeded to Fort Stevens, five
milez north of Pennsylvanin aveonune, on
the Seventh street pike, and took com-
mand of a line he hind never before seen.

Every man was ntilized for defense.
The bospitals were drawn on for conva-
lescents, the Quartermaster's Department
for cmployees, the Nationnl Guard of
Ohio, the Distriet of Cofumbia Militia, the
Veteran Ileserves, and the few unassigned
Regular detachments and unmounted cav-
alry. sailors, firemen, and citigens were in
tle tronches and on picket fine.

When Gen, Grant realized the gravity
of the sitoation, and that Hunter ecould
render no assistance, he fimt thought of
returning from Petershurg to Washington
to take command in person. On reflection,
however, he decided to send the Sixth
Corps, commanded by Gen. Horatio .
Wright.

The 25th N. Y. Cav., which left City
Point, Va., on July 7, seems to have been
the first regiment to reach Washington
from the James, and went into camp about
midnight of July 10, near Fort Stevens,
On the same day the First and Second
Divisions of the Bixth Comps left City
Point for Washington. A few hours later,
Gen. W. H. Emory, with a part of the
Nineteenth Corps, just returning from
New Orleans to join Grant, left Fortress
Monroe for Washington without disem-
barking from their ocean transports.

THNE RACE FOR THE CAPITAL.

What a picture! Early with his fighting
legions advancing an the Capital from the
North, while fleets bearing the veterans of
the Bixth and Nineteenth Corpa sere on
their way from the James River and the
Gulf of Mexico to save the Capital they
Joved so well. North and South looked
on with bated breath and wondered whicl,
in this race of armies, would reach Wash-
ington first.

On the moming of July 11, Gen. Early
left his eamp near Rockville, MeCausland
taking the Georgetown pike; the infantry
preceded and flanked by envales taking the
Beventh Street pike. Mnj. Frye, of
Lowell's cavalry, met the enemy's cavalry
skirmishers a short distance beyond the
picket line near the old Stone Tavern be-
fore noon and forced them back on their
reserves. Ile, in tnm, was driven back by
the enemy, who fired a few shots from a
battery of light artillery.

About 11 o'clock, the Signal officer ot
Fort Reno, observed

CLOUDE OF DUST AND ARMY
wagons moving up the Seventh Street pike,
About the s=ame time a message from
Capt. Derry, Sth I Cav., said that the
enemy with artillery, cavalry, and infan-
try was moving in the direction of Silver
Spring. Gen. MeCook ordered the picket
line 1o contest the ground and to re-
tire clowly on approach of the enemy un-
til within range of the guns of Forts
Btevens, Rlocum, and Dellussy.®

Bhortly alter noon, riding in advance
with Iodes, whose division, consisting of
iven's and Cox’s North Carolinians,
Crook’s  Georginns, and Battle's Aln-

« baminus, in the van, Gen. Early came, ns
he says, in full view of Fort Stevens, and
found it feebly manned, as had been re-
ported to him. 8SBmith, of Imbodens' Cay-
alry, ncecording 1o Early, drove a smnll
body of Union eavalry befora him into
the works,

No time conld be lost, and he ordered
the tired and dusty veterans to move for-
ward: but before his order conld be ex-
ectuted. to Lis everlasting regret, he saw
trained and disciplined troops move out of
the works, deploy, and form a skirmish
line.

Undismayed and undannted, the tireless
Early and his brave men continued to ad-
vance, hut with greater eanution than Dbe-
fore. It was too Ilate! The hopes and
ambitions of only an hour ago conld never
be realized. Washington was saved to
the Union!

THE SIXTH CORPS HAD ARRIVED!

Never was there a more opportune
movement, never was there a more wel-
come arrival. Down the historie Jawmes, up

the listoric Potomae, came the Sixth
Corps. Mr. Lincoln met them at the
Beventh Street Wharf and well they

cheered bhim! With what alaerity both
officers and men marched to reinforce the
brave defenders on the firing linel Dr,
George Stevens, the historian of the Sixth
Army Corps, says:

“We marched up Seventh Street, meet-
ing on our way many old friends, nnd
hearing people who crowded on the side-
walks, exclaiming, ‘It is the old Sixth
Corps'—*“These men are the men who tovk

} Mayre’s Hights™—*The danger is over

*William E. Leach, Co. K, 150th Olio,
was the first man wounded on picket duty
and died shortly afterward. See War of
ihe Rebellion, Bee. 1, Vol. 37, p. 245.‘

ar Time.

now.” Washington, an hour before, wns
in n panic; but as the people saw the
veterans wearing the badge of the Greek
cross marching through their streets, the
excitement subsided and confilence pre-
vailed.

“Thus we made our way to the north
of the city, the soind of cannonnding in
our front stimulating and hastening the
steps of the men,

“Families with a_few of their clhioicest
articles of household Turniture londed into
wiagons, were hastening to the eity, re-
porting- that their houses were burned, or
that they bhad made their escape, leaving
the greater part of their goods to the
merey of the rebel. Gen. Frank Wheaton
in his report says:

“*While on the maréh to Fort Stevens,
wis passed by Gen. Wright, and received
his verbal instroctions to mass npear
Crystal Spring in the uneighborhood of
Fort Stevens, where we arrived at 4
a'ecleck in the afternoon.’®

“At 5 p. m., the force cntside of Fort
Stevens, consisting of portions of the Vet-
eran Reserve Corps, War Department
clerks, and citizen volunteers, was driveir

221 N. X. and the 61st Pa.—Bidwell's
Brigade on the right of those he had al-
ready in the action, and the picket reserve
of 150 men from the 102d Pa., and a de
tachment of 80 men from the Vermont
Brigade to support the skirmish line im-
mediately on the right and left of the pike,
The enemy’s stubborn resistance showed
that a farther advance than already made
would require more troops, and two regi-
ments were sent for. Before their nrrival,
however (the 37th Mass, and 2d R. L), an
Ajdde-Camp from Gen. Wright direeted
me not to attempt more than holding the
position gained, as the object of the at-
tack had been accomplished and the im-
portant points captored and held.

“*“The whole attack was as ganllant as
it wns successful, and the troops never
evinced more energy or determination.
The losses were very severe, the brave Col,
Bidwell losing many of his most valuable

regimental commanders. The last shot
was fired about 10 o'cinek, and the re-
mainder of the night was occupied in

strengthening the position, burying the
dead, caring for the wounded, and reliev-
ing the skirmish line, which had been two
days in front constantly under fire—hby
troops of the Second Vermont Brigade*"™

THE ATTACK.

Dr. Stevens deseribes the
these words:

“The heavy ordnanee in the fort sent
volley after volley of 32-pound shells
howling over the heads of onr mea into
the midst of the rebels and through the

attack in

(Carberry) house, where so many of them

Y PRESIDENT LINCOLN WATCHING THE PROGRESS OF THE BATTLE."

in toward the fort by a portion of the
enemy’s forces nnder Early., At the sume
time [ was ordered to move 500 men of
my brigade out to recover the line held
in the afternoon. This was successfully
aecomplished before 7 o'clock by the 98th
'a., Col. J. F. Bailler; the 1024 Pa.. Maj.
Thomas McLaughlin; and the 130%h Ta.,
Capt. James MeGregor, which deployed as
skirmishers and drove the enemy's ad-
vance back to their main lines. The po<i-
tion was strengthiened at dark by the (£d
Pa., Lieut-Col.-J. 8. Long. and the 62d
N. Y., Lient-Col. T. B. Hamilton, and ex-
tendled from a point opposite the center of
the line between Forts Stevens and Reno
to the west and a point opposite Fort
Slocum on the east, a distance of abont
two miles. Skirmishing continued through
the night.”

IN VAIN ALL THE AFTERNOON

of July 11 Early tried to find a weak spot
in the lines, but he was met everywhere
by the fire of fort guns and musketry. The
works lie reported exceedingly strong, con-
sisting of what appeared to be inclosed
forts for Lenvy artillery, with a tier of
lower works in front of each, picreed for
an imiense number of guns, the whole
being connected by curtaing, with ditches
in front and strengthened by palisades and
abatis, The timber had been felled with-
in eannon rapge all around and left on the
ground, making a formidable obstacle, and
every possible approach was raked by
artillery. On the right was Reck Creek,
running through a deep ravine, which had
been rendered impassable by the felling of
timber on each side, and beyoud were the
works on the Georgetown pike, which had
heen reported to be the strongest of all
On the left as far as the eve conld reach
the works appeared to be of the same im-
preguable character.

Early then Leld a consultation with lis
Generals—Breckinridge, Rodes, Ramseor
and Gordon—pointing out the necessity of
action before the fords and mountain
passes were closed against them, and in
concluding he announced his purpose of
making an assault at daylight. When on
examining the works on the morning of
July 12, Gen, Early saw the parapets lined
with troops,i be says that he then deter-
wined to

ABANDON THE IDEA OF CAPTURING
WASHINGTOX,

A distingnished writer who was at
irightwood during the battle says:

“July 12 cume bright and glorions. The
first brigade of our Second Division and
our sharpsheoters were on picket in front
of Fort Btevens, from the parapet of
which econid be seen the lines of rebel
skirmishers, from whose rifles the white
puffs of smoke rose ns they discharged
their pieces at our pickets. The wvalley
beyond presented a scene of  surpassing
loveliness, with the rich green mendows,
its fields of waving corn, its orchards and
iis groves.

“The principal force of the enemy
seemed to be in front of Fort Stevens;
there it was determined to give them
hattle,

“About 5 o'clock in the afternoon Gen.
Wright ordered Gen. Wheaton to  drive
back the Confederate skirmish line and
oceupy the wooded points near the road,
which, being so near our intrenchments,
gave the enemy advantage of position:
thereupon, Col. Bidwell was instrueted to
have the ird Brigade move ontside of
the fort and form, under cover of a ravine
and woods (southeast of Battle Ground
Cemetery) in two lines direetly in the rear
of the Firat Brigade, on the skirmish line.
Col. Bidwell was also directed to select
three of his best regiments to aesist in the
assault, the remaining portion of Jhe brig-
ade to be held to support the * general
movement.

“Aecording to Gen. Whenton, ‘the Tth
Me., the 43d N. Y. and 40th N. Y. were
skilfully placed in position near the skir-
mish line under the direction of Col. Bid-
well without the cnemy discovering the
movement.

‘A PRECONCERTED SIGNAL

was made by n staff officer, from Fort
Stevens, when these regiments were in
position, at which time the batteries from
Forts Stevens and Blocum opened fire
upon certain points held by the enemy.
The assaulting regiments then dashed for-
ward, surprising and hotly engaging the
cnewy, who was found to be iuch
stronger than supposed. It becaime nec-
cssary to deploy immediately the three re-
maining regiments—the T7th N. Y., the

*At 4 p. m., Gen, Wright wired Gen.
Augur from Fort Stevens: “The head of
wy column has nearly reached the front.’

It is said that Gen. Meigs instructed
his Quartermaster’s soldiers te make them-
selves as conspie™ us as on
parapets.

Durfnn wounded by a minie ball.
the| “I entreated the President not to ex-

had found slielter, and then at the com-
mand of ‘Sedgwick’s Man of Iron’ the
brave fellows started eagerly forwand,
They resched aml passed the skirmishers,
and the white pufis of smoke and sharp
eracks «of their rifles became more and
more frequent; first the rattle of an active
skirmish and then the continuous roar of
a musketry battle.

“In mmguificent order and with light
steps they ran forward up the asceot;
through the orchard, through the little
grove on the right, over the fence rail, np
to the road making straight for the ob-
jective peoint, the frame house *‘Carberry’
in frout. The rebels at first stood their
ground, then gave way before the impetu-
ons charge, and thongh foreed to  sgeek
safety in flight, turned and poured their
volleys into the ranks of the pursuers.
Lient.-Caol. Johnson, commanding the 49th
N. Y., a breave man, who had never shrunk
from dauger, and who had shared all the
various fortunes of the brigade sinee its
organization, fell mortally wonnded. Col,
Vissclier, of the 43d N. Y., who had but
Intely sncceeded the heloved Wilson, was
killed. Maj. James P. Joncs, command-
ing the Tth Me., was also‘among the sinin,
and Maj. Crosby, commmnding the Glst
PPa., who had just recovered from a had
wound which he had received in the Wil-
derness, was tnken to the hospital, where
the Surgeon removed the left nrm from
the soldier. Col. W. B. French, of the
Tith N. Y., was injured. The commanding
officer of every regiment in the brigade
was either killed or wonnded.

“The fight had lasted but a few minntes,
wlhen the stream of bleeding, mangled ones
began to come to the rear. Men leaning
upon the shoulders of comrades, or borne
painfally on stretehers, the pallor of their
countenances rendered more ghastly by
the thick dust which settled upon them,
were brought into the hospitals by zeores,
where the medical officers, ever active in
sndministering relief to their companions,
were hard at work binding op wonnds, ad-
ministering stimulants, coffee and food, or
resorting to the hard necessity of nmputa-
tiom.

Y“AT THE BUMMIT GF THE ASCENT

the Confederates were strengthened hy
their gecond line of hattle, and here they
made & stout resistance; but even this po-
gition they were forced to abandon in
linste; and as darkness closed in upon the
gecne onr men were left us vietors in pos-
gesgion of the ground lately oceupied by
the rebels, having driven their adversaries
more thian o mile.

“The Vermont Brigade now came to the
relief of the hoys who had so gallantly
won the field, and the Third Brigade re-
turned at midnight to the bivonae it had
left in the morning. But not all returned.
Many of those brave men who went with
such alacrity into the battle had fallen to
rise no more, in the orchard, in the rond,
about the frame house, and upon the sum-
mit where the rebels had made so deter-
mined a resistance; their forms were
stretelied upon the greensward and upon
the dusty road, stif and cold. Many more
hnd eome to the hospital severely injured,
maimed for life or mortally wounded.

“The little brigade, numbering only 1.000
men when it went into nction, had lost 250
of its nnmber. We gatliered our dead
comrades from the field where they had
fullen and gave them the rude burial of
the soldier on the common mnear Fopt
Stevens. No officer of state, no lady of
wealth, no citizen of Washington wae
there, but we laid them in their Eraves
within sight of the Capitol, without coffing,
with only their gory gnrments and their
blankets around them. With the rude ten-
derness of soldiers, we covered them in
the earth, and marked their names with
our peneils on the little hendboards of pine
and turned sadly away to other scenes,”

On an eminence near the Confedernte ad-
vance was John C. Breckinridge, the ean-
didate receiving the votex of the seceding
States for President, expecting to enter
the Capital with the Army of Nortlern
Virginmia.

_On the parapet of Fort Stevens, by the

side of Gen. Wright, amid the whizin E
bullets, stood the successful candidate in
that great political struggle,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

watching with that “grave and pensive
countenance” the progress of the battle.
A few years ago, in company with the
old commander of the Sixth Corps, 1 stood
upon that same parapet. After contem-
:‘l?ctlin; the surroundings, Gen. Wright
“Here on the top of this parapet, be-
tween this old embrasure and that, is the
place where ent Lincoln stood wit-
t; there, by his side, a

but he seemed obliviché to his surround-
ings; finally, when I femd that my en-
treaties failed to make®fny impression on
him, I said: ~ ‘Mr. fent, 1 know yon
are commander of tHEY nrmies of the
United States, but I ath%in command here,
and as yon are not " whers you are
standing, T order you t8*#ome down.” Mr.
Lincoln looked nt me a{f smiled, and then,
more in considerati my enrmestness
than from incHnati epped down and
took position behind the parapet. ¥Even
then he would persist iﬁl{ standing up and
exposing his tall fnmj# :

That old parapet fentified by Gen.
Horatio G. Wright stands to-day, and for
history’s sake should be Preservid in mem-
ory of Lincoln ns o t fe to the bravery
of the American suldir —u united North

and South. 3
(To be contjuned.)
-

A MODEL CAMP.

Well-Deserved Tributo to a Germantown
Organisation of 50ns of Veterans.

Eprror NaTioNAL Tripuxe: 1 have
always felt a keen interest in the progress
and work of the Sons of Veterans, and 1
desire speeinlly to call the attention  of
veteran readers of The National Tribune
who may be residing in the vicinity of
Germantown, Pa., apd wio up  to  the
present may not have taken any partienlar
interest in this organization, to the exist-
ence in their midst of one of the most
patriotic Camps in the Order. It is Ellis
Camp, No. 9, Sons of Veterans, of Ger-
mantown. It wus organized by a com-
mittee from Ellis Post, 6, G. A, It., June
17, 1881, with 26 charter members,  Like
the Post, the Camp takes its nnme from
the patriotic hero who whs the first private
soldier friom Germantown to give his life
for his conntry and flag. rom its institu-
tion the Camp has been active and pro-
pressive,  DPassing through many  vielssi-
tudes, it has yet been able to meet its
every obligation. Reeruited from one of
the most patriotic centeérs of the [Tnion, its
membership is composed of men from all
classes of sociely, chosen with a strict re-
gard for probity of claricter and o
sterling  loyalty to the principles for
which their fathers made such noble suce-
rifices, .

It i worth to-day over S2000 and has
over 180 membiers in good standing, From
its inception it has identified itsell with
I"ost G in the observance of Memorial Day,
tnking full charge of one cemetery, lyvy
Hill, sl standing ready at all times to
take up the entire work when needed, On
a recent oceasion they turzed out in full
foree, with their guards and fife and drum
corps to pay the Inst honors to a soldier,
an ntter stranger to them nll, Serg't Harry
Halt, of the 12th U, & Inf.. who died nt
San Francizeo on his way to rejoin his
regiment at Manila and whose body was
brought to Philndelphin Tor interment.

During the past year under the able
command of Dr. Russell T. Hart, backsl
by n splendid sta of officers, the Camp
Las progressel numerienllys finaneially and
socially; G1 reeruits were mustered in ur-
ing the yenr. The Guards, mustering
nearly 40 members, nuder the able .com-
msnd of Capt. Russell A, Neilson, are n
well-drilled company.  They have been
equipped with complete new uniforins and,
together witlh their well-trained fife and
drum corps, preseet a fine, soldieriy ap-
pearnnce. Past CommIer-in-Clief Lonis
Waguer, 1 son of Gen. Louis Wagner, i
an henored member of this camp, and Lis
priodent business taet and  distingnished

services have won for Ilgu the esteem and

respect of his breth nnd the speecinl
Golld (rosg af the Onlle Several other
members of this Camp have held import-
ant offices on the Divistonr-staff with lonor

to themselves aml credit 4o the Order.
Their Adjutant, l':mrr§ . Wi Trethor,
is the honored Presigeg of the Death

Benefit Associntion, Past Capt. Rus-
sell T. Hart holds the position of Surgeon
to the 1st Regivient, 8pngof Veterans, At
the outbreak of the Spunish woar 14 mem-
bers of Ellis Camp volesgrered and serveid
with ecredit thronghonchis wor,

Ellis ‘Camp owes mmh of its snecess,
directly and indivect]y) @ phe sovink and
gwornl influenee jexercime8Lby Liadies® Ajd
Naciety, No. 12, the :mémbers: of frlich
seem never to tire fin:their efforts to pro-

tyvepeal the aet of Jnne 27, 1860,

SERVICE PENSION.

Views of Comrades Interested in
the Proposed Legislation.

. L. Stewart, Cox H and (G, 37th and
SSth Ind., Watonga, Okla., writes that
Heriford Post, 16, Deparpment of Okla-
homa, has ungnimonsly declared in favor
of a straight $12 service pension.

Lewis Hiatt, Co. I, 11th Ind. (Wallace's
Zouaves), Long Beach, Cal., complains of
injustice in the matter of pension, his ex-
perience being that very many short-term
men are securing  greater pension than
those who served their conntry through
the entire war. He cites ns an instance
the ease of J. J. Overton., born Oct. 5,
1797, who served six months in the Black
Hawk War, two years in the Mexican
War, and in the Union ariny from Augost,
1862, to November, 1865, nnd who is pen-
sioned at only $12, while men who served
only a few months get much larger pen-
sions.

. T. Townsend, Co, K, 13th lowa,
Clay, Town, writes: “I am in favor of a
£12 service pension in addition to what
we are now getting. This would be noth-
ing more than justice.”

Thomas M. Gay, Co. E, 101st I, Kirk-
ersville, Ohio, ndvoeates a $12 service pen-
sion in addition to disability pension,

John Van Wie, Co. H, Tth N. Y. IT. A.,
Stillwater, N. Y., writes in advocacy of a
$12 straight service pension. This he be-
lieves can be secured if the comrades will
unite.

John Ty Davis, Edelman, Pa., wants a
straight service pension of $12. He is
63 years old: has made applientidh o
pension, but =0 far has nol seenred an
allowanee, Comrnde Ilavis served on the
7. 8. 8. Brooklyn from 1861 to January,
1864, and on the-T. 8. 8, Metacomet until
February, 1865,

James L. Worley, Salem, Ark., says:
“Let us be fair to the Wdays men. Pass
the $12 gervice-pension bill.”™

I3, M. Rudd, Co. I. 2d Ohio Cav., and
Co. IF. 6th Ohio Cavy., Spencer, Ohio, ob-
jeets to any graduaiion of pensions on ne-
connt of age. He says if there is to be
any distinetion it shonld Le in favor of the
long-term men, and in support of his be-
fief cites an iustance where a boy of 15
enlisted in Co. I, 6th Okio Cav. on Jan.

2, 1854—the day after the cold New
Year's—and while going to his regiment
was badly frosthitten.  Still, he continued
ts y a soldier's full duty until Oct. 1,
1864, when he was taken prisoner during

the hard fishting at Todd’s Tavern, Va.,
and Inter endured all the hardships of im-
prisonment ut Salisbury, returning to his
regiment Inte in March, 1865, There were
many ciher hoys in the G:h Ohio Cav, who
distinguished themselves for gallantry and
endorsines.  Comrade Rudd holds that to
pension these at less rate than the 1C6-
dags men would be a great injnstice.

. W. Rebfeld, Horicon. Wis, advo-
cates a per diem pension.  He wonld give
for M-days service 5 per month, and for
each day over 90 one cent per month ad-
ditional, He wonld alko have Congress

do a
Boarsds and Special Examiners. Comrade
Rehfeld enlisted Noy. 22, 1861, in Co. C,
1Gth Wis.; reenlisted Jan. 4, 1854; severe-
Iv wonnded at Bentonville. N. €., March
20, 18655, and was finally discharged from
Davis Island Genersl Hospitai May 1,
18655, He is pensioned at $8.

Isaae Yantis, Co, H, 41st T, Fenton,
La., writes: “I am glad the subject of n
service pension is becoming so earnestly
agitated.  The bill introduced by Senater
Neott nnd backed up by his” eloquent ap-
peal in defense of snme is one of the most
powerful argnments in snpport of justice
due the Tinion so'dier that T have ever
read, every wonl laden’ with ‘eloquence,
and every wond -a fael; ‘these wiil the
editarinls in each issne of The National
Tribune in sapport of a service pensicn

mote the welfare of the Camp. 1 have
attended many of theig meetings and have |
alwnys been much impressed by the |
prompioess and dispatel, with which thew |
conduct  their  busincgs, the  marked |
courtesy and respeet shown toward their |
officers and to each other, and, last’ but |
not least, the eordinl weleome they always
extend 1o visiting commdes of the €3 A.
‘R, Godapeed them—C. A. SHOTWELL,
Gen. E. ). Daker Post, No. &8, . A. .,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Bonfe Timely Topics Discussed.

Eprtor NATIONAL Trinvse: 1 desire
to express myself with regard to two or
three things through the wedivm of The
National Tribune:

IFirst, there seems to be &t growityg senti-
ment in favor of seryice pensions, and ‘the
proposition to pension all honorably-dis-
charged soldiers meets my most cordinl ap-
proval; but 1 wonld insist on n fair and
just gradation. It would manifestly be un-
fair, if not unjust, to give men who served
only 100 days or six months the same
amount that is given to a veteran who was
three or four years in the service and
nearly nlways on the firing-line.

The term veteran is rapidly losing its
old-time dictionary significance. It once
had a meaning and meant sowmething
when applied to an old soldier. A veteran
is one who has been “long exercised in
anything, especially in military life, and
the duties of a soldier; long practised or
experienced; #4s a veternn officer or sol-
dier.”  Now it means “angrone who has
served a few days in the army. Those who
seryl from 00 days to six months are in-
diseriminately eénlled “vetevans'”  Real
veterans nre not distingnished any more
from novitiates,

In my opivion the saldiers of the war
of the rebellion are more generonsly dealt
with than the soldiers of any former war.
Of course, everything is.not properly eqnal-
ized and adjusted. Some may be getting
too muech and others not enongh, or none
nt all.  And the widows of prominent of-
ficers are pensioned at too high a  rate.
Fifty dollars a_month shoull be the maxi-
mum for any General’s widow. There is
no reason why the Government should pay
these widows a pension sufficient to float
them throngh society on  the topmost
waye of any fashionnble set of the “400"
variety. Besides, they nearly all have
propertc and an ineome, amnd could live
comfortably and quite respectably on a
$£50 pension.

The old comrades have not been hack-
ward in asking and demanding their just
dues for the wounds of Lattle and the de-
crepitude produced by hard service in the
ficld, And for this ‘Y_- have frequently
been uniustly eriticized, -? think: but Com-
rnde Joseph W. Rufafl oof Sheldon, Mo.,
in The National Trihiwe of Feb. 26,
makes a clnim that I ekl impelled to con-
demn. Speaking for liimeelf and others in
his neighborhood, he ‘Shinks The Nationnl
Encampment shonld & Leld in Washing-
ton, and that the U, §ifovernment should
pay our way there and back.” This is
certainly a very unrensonable claim. The
G. A. R. is a volun associntion, and
no oue is compelled jo attend its annual
meetings. The Goverpient has nothing
whatever to do with if;. To ask the Govy-
ernment to pay for tlig transportation of
old soldiers to a nfee of the Encamp-
ment and back home ig fuost unreasonable,
and will tend to dedpen the prejudice
which some people have agninst the sol-
dier, even in his best estate—T. M,
RoneRTSON, Captain, Co, D, 6th Ind. Cay.,
Brazil, Ind. -

Bervice Persion lmhm“ by New York

Headquarters Bingham Post, No, 74,
Nuples, N. Y., Feb. 28, 1903.
At a regular session of this Post held
Tuesday, it was unanimously
Resolved, That this Post heartily in-
dorses the bill now pending in the Cou-
gress of the United States, allowing $12
per month to each honorably-diseharged
sol‘déerlgtﬁg_e civil war.

e ore urge Congress to pass this
bill without delay, beljeving that it will
meet the views not only of the great ma-
jority of the surviving soldiers, but of the
entire of our —WiL-

pose his life to the bullets of the enemy;

are certainly “clinchers.” Any of the
sngzeestions that have been put forth in
The Nationnl Tribupe are gowl, amd all
have the ring of being based on justice
and a recognition of the valne of the
wnldier's gervice to our conatry in the dark
hour of its peril. Al hail to onr chief,
The Nutional Tribune,”

E. H. Way, Sergeant, Co. E, 17ith
Ohio, New VYienna, Ohio, writes: “Let
ns all stand shonlder to shoulder for a
£12 service pension.  Let every man who

able discharge be given $12."

L. ML Cook, 46th 1L, Humbaeldt, Towa,
whose service covered a period of over 50
months, thinks that service pension shounld
be in addition to invalid pension, and grad-
uated according to length of service. He
also believes that the Government should
issne land warrants of 160 acres to each
veteran of the rebellion.

C. E. Garlinger, Co. F, 110th Ohio,
Carthage, Mo., says the time has now
come for the Government to give all sol-
diers a service pension of at lenst $12, in-
dependent of any penzion they may be
entitied to uoder the presemt invalid pen-
iom laws,

€. L. Carson, Cos. B and G, 47th I,
Wellsville, Mo., writes: *“Give every vet-
eran $10 per month, then add one cent
per month for each day he served after
the first three months. If discharged be
fore the expiration of term of enlistment
Lecause of wounds, give per diem pension
the same as thongh he had served his full
term.,”  Comrade Carson enlisted July,
1861; was discharged Feb, 21, 1866,

. W. MelIntesh, Indianapolis, Tnd.,
whe servedd fonr years and four months,
i:f in favor of the straight $12 service pen-
sioi.

John W, Hoffman, Binghamton, N, Y.,
gavie:  “The $12 straight service-pension
bill i all vight. It should he passed.”

Willard Ilobison, Co. I, 66Gth 111, (Birge's
Sharpshocters), Shermnn, Tex., writes:
“The service-pension bill is the only fair
solntion of the problem."

W. B. Farra, Adjulant, Pomerene Post,
250, Department of Obio, Millersburg,
o, writes that hiz Post has passed reso-
Inticns requesting the assistance of Ohio
Senators und Congressmen to the end that
a service-pension law may be enacted. No
partienlar bill was designated, the eom-
rades being willing to accept the bill must
zenerally favored.

James N. Conlter, Indianola, Towa, fav-
ors o service-pension hill or $12 per month
in addition to a per diem pension of one
cent per month for ench day pensioner
served.

W. H. Lee, Sergeant, Co. D, 8th Town
Cav,,  Shickley, Neb,, thinks Congress
should grant a service pension of $12 per
month to those who served over 20 days
and 8 per month to those who served less
than 90 days, this being in addition to
disability pension.

Chas. W. Banks, Co. H. 1st Ohio, Sta-
tion B, Route 2, Topeka, Knan., writes:
“In a recent issue of The National Trib-
une 12 comrades gave their views on a
serviee pension bill, and each was different
from the other. If we expect results we
must be united. The bill supported by
The National Tribune, giving $12 per
month to all who served 90 days or over,
and the widows a like amount, would do
the greatest good to the greatest number,
I am not speaking for myself in this mat-
ter, a8 1 already draw $12.”

Michael Hilti, Sergeant, Co. E, 44th
IIL, Seymour, Tex., fuvors a greater pen-
sion for the long-term men.

Elisha Peck, Co. L, 2d Conn. H. A.,
Bethany, Conn., writes: ““Twelve dollars
service pension, regardless of length of
service.

W. K. James, Co. L, 1st Tenn. Cav.
Loudon, Tenn., writes: “Give us the $13
service pension and stop all private pen-
siona."

who served D0 days or more conid be se-

’:1_ little plainer light,
He says | rights come in. The three months men I
ay with pension clerks, Examining | will admit were a gritty lot, but I do not

entered the service and received an honor-| ¢

$12 service pension in addition to disability

at 15 and served three

J. A. Watson, Co. I. Tth Tenn., Eigin,
Okln., indorses the Bcott bill
granting $12, and says that Oklabhoma

comrades are unanimously in favor of
such legislation. ol O [

John Emerson, Co. E, 23d Ky., Morrow,
0., writes: “Now is the accepted time.
Let the veterans nnite on the service-pen-
sion_ bill. The bill outlined by Comrade
E. D. Lloyd is the best. I second Com-
rade Joseph Heisser's motion to give 90
days men $12 instead of $10, and to pen-
sion others according to the plan of Com-
rade Lloyd.”

W. H. Hill, 145th Pa., Greenville, Pa.,
writes: “I have been much impressed
with The National Tribune editorinls, and
believe that all veteraus: should fake the
advice of The Nationsl Tribune; stop quib-
bling, and stand ofited for the passage of
4 straight service-peosion bill granting $12
per month to every man that served not
less than 90.days and was bonorably dis-
clinrged.”™

J. A. Pelonbet, First Lioutenant, 4th N.
Y. H. A., Bloomficld, N. J., says: “Give
every survivor of the war of "61-'65, who
sorvedd M) days or over, o service pension
of $12. lLet us all be united on this
amount. Personally. anotheér plan would
suit me far better. Dut let us drop the in-
dividual interests, for the henefit of the
vast majority.  Posh the good work, aud
the sooner we all get our $12 service pen-
sion the better.”

MeDonald  Thorla, Co. I, 25th  Ohio,
Caldwell, O., favors a serviee pension, but
does not think that the 90 days men should
be granted so much as those who served
lomger. Comrade Thorla served from June,
61, to June, ‘66, and was with his regi-
ment all this time, with the exception of
!h;‘ve montls, when he was in the hospi-
tal.

James W, Cooney, Co. B, Tth N. 1.,
Luray, Va., writes: “Let the veteruns in
all Connties organize, then form Congres-
sional Distriet Associations, and Iater
State Associntions, appointing commiltecs
to wait upon Members of Congress and 17,
8, Benators, and arge upon them the neces-
sity of a service-pension lnw., Cut all red
tape and give the boys what belongs to
them now."

Greo, Stover, Co. I, Tth W. Va., Gam-
ble, 8. Dak., writes: “Your valuable paper
reiclies me regularly, and I must say it
gives me great pleasure to read its able
editorials. They always  hit the nail
squiarely on the head. In my opinion, the
service-pengion bill is the only legislation
that can be secured that will benefit any
great number of veterans.™

H. 8. Ayers, n member of Post 443, (5.
A R, Walton, Kan., advoentes the ser-
vice pension of $12, in addition to disabili-
ty pension.  Comrade Ayers enlisted in
Co. D, 11th lowa, for three vears; vet-
eranized at the end of this term. and re-
mained with his regiment nntil the close
of the war. He is past T0 yvears of age.
and has been unable to perform manual
lahor-for over 12 years,

J. €&, Chureh, Lake City, Minn., writes:
“One man. probably a three-months man
like myself, says give all a service pension
of $12 per month, and then let the old sol-
diers take their ¢hoice between disability
pension and the service pension. Now,
E:Ih‘- there is no old three years comrade whe
lean gee any justice in this, I wonld ask
some three months comrade to show, in
where the egnal

think that one-half of them ever shot a
gun or saw a man shoot. No; they went
liome and went to work, where they made
from $25 to $70 per month, while the
three yenrs men put down the rehellion,
threw the Stars and Stripes over every
State in the Union and received for their
reward $12 or $16 per month, and that in
money worth about G0 cents on the dollar.
Now all the pension & soldier gets is for
disability. If Unecle Sam wants to give
the old soldiers a service pension, let it
be a just one; 1 wounld say from $25 to

v per month from the time they enlisted
until mustered out, regardless of any other
pension.'” . .

B. H. Bedell, 13th Mich. Battery, R. F.
D. No. 2, Painesville, 0., wounld pension
all soldiers who served 90 days or more,
at $12 per month. He would make further
provision for needy veterans and their
wives by anthorizing the Commissioner of
Pensions to incrcase the pensions to $20
per month upon the presentation of a ecer-
tificate from Township Trustees showing
the pensioner to be in needy circumstances:
this additional $8 to be grafited only ufter
a veternn has reached the age of 70.

B. T. Martin, Ellendale, N. D., thinks
the $12 service pension would be unjust,
unless the spme were given. in addition to
the disability pension. He personally
avors the per diem pension in addition
to the disability pension.

D. W. Freeman, Aztec, N. M., thinks
the service-pension bill outlined by Com-
rade C. E.- Adams the best. g

L. N. Stanford, Shelbyville, Tenn., says:
“B. J. Stofer, Sonth Bend, Ind., gets down
pretty near the ‘bull’s-eye” when he pro-
poses to pay $12 service pension in anddi-
tion to disability pension. This wonld give
to thonsands who are not on the pension
rolls $12, and those on the rolls because
of wonnds or disease of serviee origin or
nunder the aet of June 27, 1890, more than
they are now receiving, This would be
only justice.”

John M. Martin, Co. C, 5th IIL Cav.,

Agnew, Cal., heartily indorses the bill sng-
gested by Comrade E. D. Lloyd, which
wis as follows: $£10 per month to tewse
who served D0 days and less than one
year: $14 to those who served one year
and less than two years; $18 to those who
served two years and less than three years:
£22 to those who served over three years.
The ouly nmendment that Comrade Mar-
tin would make would be to increase the
D-days men to $12.
T. E. Kennedy, Co, H, 1st Minn., Simp-
son, Minn., writes: “I wish to indorse
the stond taken by The National Tribune
on the service pension question. Every
man who served 90 days and was honor-
ably _dist:.lm rged should have $12 per month
prension.

Jumes H. Dextar, Oth Mich. Car., Lud-
dington, Mich.. writes that “Pap” Will-
inms Post. 115, holds that a serviee pen-
sion of $12 per month should be granted
in addition to disability pension.

Jolin J. Cunningham, Soldiers’ Home,
Bath, N. Y., strongly favors legislation
that will reward the men who went out
in 61, and stayed until the close of the
war, bearing the brunt of the hard fighting
from the beginning to the end.

Abner Said, Co. C, 121st Ohio, 161 N.
Liberty 8t.. Delaware, 0., favors a graded
service pension in addition to pension
granted for disabilities contracted in ser-
vice and line of duty.

Rev. L. D. Abbott, IHillsdale, Mich.,
writes strongly in favor of a service pen-
sion, which he says, however, will not
benefit him one cent, since he is already in
receipt of a higher pension than that. He
ndvises the veterans to be united, and de-
mand their rights with reason and deter-
minntion, and make Congress understand
that they are firm in requesting those
rights. " .

L H. Fortune, Co. D, 152d Ind., Don-
aldson, Ind., is heartily in favor of the
$12 gervice pension bill.

J. K. Smith. Atlantic. Towa, thinks that
Congress should grant $12 pension in addi-
tion to disability pension. :

Henry Snyder, Canute, Kan., while fa-
voring a bill that would give greater pen-
sion to long-term men, expresses his satis-
faction with n $12 service pension, if it
can be secured now, X

Edwin P. Shaffer, Co, C, 4th Ohio, U, 8.
Soldiers' Home, Los Qnﬁlgs Co., Cal,
enlisted in-the three-months’ service under
President Lincoln’s first call for 75,000
men, and on June 5, 1861, reenlisted for
three years, and was in all the battles of
the famous old 4th Ohio. He favors the

pension or a per diem pension.

Wm. A. Price, Co. D, 11th Pa. Cav,,
106 8. Potomac Ave., Way a.,
“Let us not be selfish; rather let us

country.
LARD G. BHEPARD, Commander;
ELDREDGE, Aul_;umnt. g
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LAND WARRANTS

AND LAND SCRIP.

I have for aale Serip that will take Govera-
ment Innd, in any amount, without residenoe.
Wilbuy LAND WARRANTS laoed to soldiers,
anil surveyon' general sorip: atso Soldlers Additional
Homesienedn, Writs for partirnland

N, A. HEAN,
122 La Salle Ni,,

Chilcago, 1L

RE-ENFORCING ALLATOONA.

Personal Recollec.lons of a Member of the
5ih Wis Battery.

Eprrtor Natioxal Trmuse: [ have
been following Gen. Raum’s history of

J the Altanta Campaign with great inter-

est, largely because I was in Gen. John
E. Smith’s Third Division, Fifteenth
Corps, of which Gen. Raum’s Brigade
formed a part. The events of Hood's

movement northward are still fresh in
my memory. Our battery (Gth Wis.)
was in the fort on the hill at the west
end of the railmad bridge over the Eto-
wah, which bends just above the bridze
and runs enst for abont a quarter of a
mile, then bends to the south and sonth-
west, forming three sides of a level bot-
tory of perhaps 200 neres, There wns a
wazon bridge helow the railroad bridge,
the rond therefrom rumning across this
flat to Cartersville, one mile distant.

I well remember Oct. 14, the day be-
fore the Allatoona fight, when we worked
all day pulling ont flcod wood which the
freshet had earried agninst the milroad
bridge, threatening its destroction.

In the evening about o or 6 o'viock a
train came from the north, loaded with
troops, who cheered ug ns they passed.
We watehed them as the train slowly
crossed the bridge. ns we knew it was
unsafe, T always thonght these were part
of Corse’s troops, and was so informed
after the war by a member of the Tth
IIl.  This train must have entered Alla-
toona abont dark, and we heard no traina
after that, Thizs I know conflicts with
Gen. Raum's statement placing Corse’s
arrival near daybreak of the 5th. No
trnins crosced the bridge after that night
for several days, ns it was condemned as
unsafe.

All day the 5th the hatters was kept
in readinezz for instant service, a8 we
listened to the sounds of battle at Alla-
toona, only four miles away in a direct
line. Our only infantry support was two
small Indiana regiments, the 48th and
30th, bmt probably in case of attack we
conld have been reinforced from Kings-
ton or Resacn. Part of the First Bri-
gade of our division, consisting of the
4th Minn., 18th Wis., 034 1L, and 12th
Wis. Battery, formed the garrison eof
Allatoona. i

On the Gth the wounded were trans-
ferred in ambulances to our side of the
river whence they were taken by rail to
the north. There were pitiable sights
that day. I remember seeing five dead
officers of the 39th Iowa Iring side by
side at the raiiroad, to be sent norih.
I noticed particularly an officer who was
wounded in the head, who threw himseif
in great agony from side to side. endan-
gering a little boy, said to be his som,
who was in the ambulanee with him. He
had no insignia of rank, but wore the
dark blue of an officer. I have often
wondered who he was.

Doubtless the 250 Henry rifles ecarried
by the Tth Ill. were one of the main fac-
tors in saving Allatoona. The rebs
vonldn't stand the Yankee guns, which
they asserted were londed over night and
fired all the next day. The rebel dead
were piled in front of this regiment. We
did not know until afterward how near
we were to possible capture, as had Alla-
toona fallen onr turm would have eome.
On the morning of the Tth Gen. Cox’s
Twenty-third Corps came, and we knew
we were safe. About the 10th, T think
it was, we awoke to see a bright sun
shining upon the eanmp of the entire
Fourteenth Corps on the flat below us.
I hunted up the Sth Wis. Battery, and
found ‘some boys whose acquaintance I
had made at Madison, Didn't try to
to find 8Bi, Shorty, and the boys of Co,
Q. 200th Ind., becanse I hadn't made
their acquaintance at that time. Possi-
bly Si nnd his companions were enjoy-
ing their leave of absence at home after
their pleasure trip to Andersoaville,
After Hood's raid, I was one of n de-
tachment from the battery sent to Nash-
ville to procure hors:s to equip us for the
march to the sea. After reaching Resa-
ea by rail we marched along the railroad
Just destroyed by Heod's army. The de-
struction was complete, ties all burned
and rails twisted in every conceivable
shape, n favorite wny being to twist
them, while het. around stumps and trees,
Twenty or 25 miles of road was thus de-
stroyed. We failed in our mission for
horses, and as a resnit we were obliged
to give up our new 12-pound Napoleon
guns to the 12th Wis. Battery., which
went with the division to the sea. while
we, with the old guns of the 12th were
sent to Nashrille to take part in the de-
fense of that eity ngainst Hood's army,
as .Sl‘wrm:m allowed hut one battery to
a_division on the march through Georgin.
We parted with the infantry with which
we had served for years with mutual re-
grets. B

I neglected to state in the proper place
that three companies of the 1Sth Wis.
which were in blockhonses south of Alln-
toona, were captured by Gen. French.
A brother-in-law of mine was among the
prisoners, and after langnishing in sey-
eral Southern prisons, ineluding Millen
anid Andersonville, was eschanged. reach-
ing Annapolis a mere skeleton: his life
was baraly saved. A day or two before
the Allatoona battle two of our boyx,
Andy Wentworth and Will Stewart, were
eaptured by rebel cavalry as we were ont
three miles from eamp grazing our horses
We saw them next when we arrived at
Madison in July, 1865.—E. J. Org. Gth
Wis. Battery L. A., Villisea, Towa.

Unite on One Bill

Ebrror NATIONAL TrRInUsE: h

for your editorial in The National 'I?ril?l‘:l]::
AMareh 26 on the pension question. It has
appeared to me that every old soldier from
Maine to California had a pet pension bill
of his own. The impression has been that
the “old soldiers do not know what they
wnnt:" They are responsible for the im-
pression themselves. No pension bill em-
bodying n “sliding scale” will ever pass.
There will be too much epposition among
the soldiers who for good cause may have
remained at home until 1862 or 1863. It
required as much courage to enlist in 1863

J. Coats, G, 150th : _ | says: or 1864 az in 1831.—Jamzes E. POH“
t.i]n).nind ct:_ g"jmm Y. R-Pacﬂ{Bael; all join hands and try to secure a §$12 gery- | Pitisburg, Pa, ;
Lake, Wis., would like to ses the ice pension. i =
service pension bill passed, but fears that | Horatlo Nelson, Sergeant, Co. E, 1st La. Ambiguous.
the pension has been placed too high, He | Cav,, Marinette, Wis., is h in favor (London King.)
thinks that an $8 scrvice pepsion for all | of a $12 service pension bill enlistea| Telegram from a marricd man to his

doctor—Mother-in-law at death’s door;

come at once and try to pull her throughs

NI‘I-
|




